HOW JON HUNTSMAN SWINGS GIANT DEALS WITHOUT CASH
RUPERT MURDOCH ON THE ARROGANCE OF THE CULTURE ELITE
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Computers are user-friendly for crooks, too. NOV 171989
Are bankers prepared? Apparently not.
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Computers/Communications

The personal computer is a handy tool for businesses trying to cui
their printing bills. It is also a dream come true for crooks.

Desktop forgery

By David Churbuck

AUL SjIEM-FAT, a Netherlands
Antilles national living in Bos-

ton’s North Station neighbor-
hood, claimed on a Bank of Boston
credit card application to be an em-
ployee of the Dutch consulate. After
he defrauded the bank of about
$20,000, the bank discovered that his
employment claim was a lie, and,
since it involved impersonation of a
diplomat, the Secret Service was
called in, a search warrant was issued
and Sjiem-Fat’s apartment was raided.
Investigating this seemingly rou-
tine case, the Secret Service stumbled
upon its first-ever case of computer
forgery. It is certainly not going to be
the last. While crooks are only just
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beginning to learn the game, the pos-
sibilities are nearly endless: letters of
credit, job recommendations, proper-
ty records, insurance claims, expense
account receipts, college transcripts,
business licenses. In short, many of
the paper credentials on which soci-
ety relies are henceforward suspect.

What made this Boston case espe-
cially alarming was that Sjiem-Fat
used no sophisticated equipment. In
his apartment police found a personal
computer, a laser printer and nine bo-
gus checks totaling $146,500. In a
highly original—and perhaps pioneer-
ing—way, Sjiem-Fat was using ordi-
nary desktop publishing tools as in-
struments of crime.

Here is what he apparently did.
With the sort of desktop publishing
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equipment you can buy at any com-
puter retailer, Sjiem-Fat convincingly
forged Digital Equipment Corp. let-
terheads with a phony name, Paul
Marques, and a phony vice president
title. He also created phony cashier’s
checks from banks like First Ameri-
can and Chase Manhattan. Stewart
Henry, an investigator with the U.S.
Secret Service, explains: ““He used the
official emblems from three different
banks and transferred them onto
blank check paper with a laser printer.
This was the first time we had ever
seen anything like this.”

According to investigators, Sjiem-
Fat used bogus checks to buy comput-
ers from various Boston suppliers. Af-
ter taking delivery of the computers,
he sold them for cash to buyers in the
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A crook would start with something like this.
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